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November 7, 2011 

 

 

The Hon. Sam Adams, Mayor 

City of Portland 

1221 SW 4th Avenue, Room 340 

Portland, OR   97204 

 

RE:  Alternate Development Concept Plans for West Hayden Island 

 

Dear Mayor Adams and Commissioners: 

 

The Oregon Chapter of NAIOP is comprised of 156 members who represent the 

major owners, developers, brokers, and associated service professionals in 

Portland’s commercial and industrial real estate community.  We have reviewed 

the two alternate development concept plans for future annexation of West 

Hayden Island and have concluded that Alternative A is the better choice in all 

categories—operations, transportation, and natural resources—as well as 

marketability to potential developers and users. 

 

We are all well aware that the Portland metropolitan region has a significant 

shortage of industrial land, and even though West Hayden Island has been 

included in the regional inventory of developable industrial land, it has never 

been part of the City's economic development strategy. The City needs to take a 

strong position in supporting economic development and job creation, and one of 

the best ways to do this is to provide additional land for international trade, which 

supports our region's and state's export strategy and creates jobs and income for 

the region and the state. 

 

Some general comments concerning each of the evaluation criteria areas: 

 

Operations 

 

 Alternative A provides greater flexibility to respond to rail requirements 

in a constrained capacity environment; curvature of the mainline exit in 

Alternative B limits train speed and would be viewed negatively by the 

railroads given the importance of the rail bridge corridor. 

 Alternative A avoids impacts to power lines, lessening development costs. 
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Natural Resources  

 

 Alternative A provides an effective buffer to natural areas to the west and to the south.  

Natural areas include the slough. 

 

Transportation 

 

 The location of the overall site under Alternative A is better suited to existing road 

configuration and reduces the additional road footprint required to access the site. 

Other Issues - Community impacts/views 

 

 Alternative A is better “shielded” by the rail berm and vegetation, which will protect 

nearby residents from noise of operation. 

 

In closing, our Oregon NAIOP chapter and its members are committed to a partnership with the 

public sector to ensure that we have the resources necessary to build a strong, competitive and 

sustainable economic foundation in this region.  Without this foundation, we will not have the 

jobs, tax revenue and quality of life that we need and deserve from such a great place.  This 

partnership requires policies and decisions at the public level that will ensure that we have the 

tools and the basic requirements for a competitive economy.  We trust you will make those hard 

choices.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

Kelly Ross 

Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 


