
 

Public Affairs Update – Fall 2014 

Public Affairs Committee Receives Briefing on Proposed Changes to 
Portland Comprehensive Plan 

Marion Haynes, Portland Business Alliance Vice President for Economic Development & 
Government Affairs, provided a briefing to the NAIOP Public Affairs Committee in October 
regarding proposed changes to the Portland Comprehensive Plan that could have significant 
impacts on future commercial development. 

Haynes summarized current proposals by the Portland Bureau of Planning & Sustainability.  
The main areas that PBA is concentrating on and recommending changes to the Planning 
Commission are: 

1. Importance of economic development: the comprehensive plan must give economic 
development a higher priority if the city is truly going to achieve a “prosperous, healthy, 
equitable and resilient city.” Many studies show that a major indicator of health and quality of 
life is a good living wage job. However, Portland, like other areas across the country, is 
seeing a decline in middle income jobs. 
  

2. Adequate industrial land supply: given the importance of industrial lands to middle income 
jobs, the city must ensure an adequate supply with appropriate site characteristics. Yet, 
there is still a significant industrial land shortfall of more than 600 acres. It is critical that the 
Comprehensive Plan prioritize policies and goals to meet this shortfall. Brownfield reuse and 
golf course conversions are identified as mechanisms to do so, but those goals may not be 
realized. Environmental overlays identified in Chapter 7 create the potential for another 120 
acres to be added to the deficit if imposed on mostly vacant industrial zones in the harbor. 
 

3. Transportation: the efficient movement of people and goods is critical to the city’s economic 
health and a well-performing multi-modal transportation network that maintains capacity for 
freight, commercial trips, and other trips that are reliant on auto mode are critical for a 
prosperous economy. This is the one area of the Comprehensive Plan that appears to be 
ranked, as evidenced by the “green hierarchy.” Though this applies only to the movement of 
people, it should be made clear that it does not apply to freight corridors and the movement 
of goods. This hierarchy should not be applied to freight districts, regional truck ways, 
priority truck streets, and major truck streets as designated in the city’s Transportation 
System Plan (TSP). Given the population and employment growth expected in the city by 
2035, maintaining capacity on existing roads and strategically improving capacity, 
particularly for freight, is critical. 
 

4. Prioritization and reconciliation of internal inconsistencies and policy:  the proposed plan has 
conflicting goals and policies that should be reconciled, especially between chapter six on 



economic development and chapter seven on environment and watershed health. Failure to 
address internal inconsistencies will force future decision makers to struggle with how to 
balance competing priorities. A lack of prioritized goals and policies also places greater 
emphasis on word choice. Strong concern that the stronger and more affirmative verbs are 
more prevalent in chapter seven on watershed health than those found in chapter six on 
economic development. Verbiage infers a prioritization of goals, especially in the absence of 
deliberate ranking, even if unintentional. This lack of clarity should be addressed now, 
otherwise future land use decisions may adversely impact job growth. 

 

NAIOP will be working closely with PBA and other business organizations on future efforts to 

get additional changes to the comprehensive plan documents.  Click here to go to the Portland 

Bureau of Planning & Sustainability webpage for regarding the comprehensive plan project. 

 

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/507455

