
 

 

Concerns Expressed to Office of Gov. Kate Brown 

Regarding Executive Order 20-13, Moratorium on Commercial Evictions 

 
• Ignores and undermines the work commercial owners and managers have already done to 

renegotiate leases, provide rent abatement or other agreements with small business tenants. 
Providing rent abatement to small business tenants is possible because commercial landlords 
can count on rent continuing to be paid by larger tenants.  

 

• The effect of a blanket eviction moratorium with no qualifying factors is to allow any tenant—
rregardless of their situation or ability to pay –to believe they do not have pay their rent for the 
duration of the order.  

 

• Shifts all the economic risks to property owners and puts those who do not have close 
relationships with their lenders at major risk. This will result in more widespread economic 
damage to the real estate sector.    

 

• Under the CARES act, SBA emergency loan recipients are required to use the funds for payroll, 
utilities, and rent. Therefore, the practical impact of the blanket moratorium is it allows those 
who can pay to not do so, while SBA loan recipients MUST pay. The state should focus on 
providing additive funds to impacted small businesses to help them pay their rent, which 
mitigates economic damage rather than passing it up the economic chain, which only increases 
the negative impact.  

 

• Landlords support a whole ecosystem of employees. If they can't take in rent, they can't pay 
property taxes, cleaning personnel, security, architects and the trades that do renovations and 
tenant improvements. This will create a snowball effect and leave even more employees out of 
work. It also takes away the ability for a landlord to understand the tenant plight. We need 
financial information before we grant rent relief. 

 

• The Executive Order must be clarified to focus on small businesses and be clear that tenants are 
still required to pay rent. They must provide financial proof that they have been adversely 
impacted by the COVID 19 economic downturn. Not paying rent, plus added interest due, could 
seriously jeopardize tenants’ abilities to pay and credit worthiness, making the problem worse in 
the long run.   

 

• Commercial landlords can provide concrete examples of companies that have seen an increase 
in sales now attempting to not pay rent or arguing that they now do not have to pay rent for the 
duration of the order. 

 


